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CHAPEL HLLL, NC 27499-2000

September 13, 2006

The Honorable Tom Cobum

Chairman, Scnatc Subcommittee on
Federal Financial Management

United State Senate

439 Hart Senate Building

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Cobum:

On behalf of Chancellor James Mocscr at the University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill, T write in response to your cormrespondence, roceived August 4, requesting information
about federal appropriations reccived by our institution.

Like most public universities in the United States, federal funding supports programs
and initiatives that help UNC Chapel Hill achieve our research, teaching, and public service
goals. In fiscal year 2006, faculty at the University secured $593.3 million in sponsored
research funding, including more than $427 million in federal support. In the 2003-2004
academic year, federal support for student financial aid at Carolina exceeded $106 million.

Carolina’s federal funding receipts illuminate our strength as a lcading rcscarch
institution. According to current National Scicnce Foundation data, Carolina is eleventh in the
nation -- and first in the South -- in federally financed research and development expenditures
among all public universities and colleges ($304.2 million in FY04). With respect to National
Institutes of Health (NIH) funding, Carolina ranks fifteenth among all U.S. institutions of
higher education ($296.5 million in FYO0S), and our health scientists gamered eight NIH
Roadmap grants in 2005, more than any other university in the nation.

Against this backdrop of competitively funded research, the University appeals
occasionally to the North Carolina congressional delegation for assistance securing project
support. The University’s standing policy is 1o seek targcted congressional funding only when
no other, compeltitive source of federal support is available for the work proposcd (pleasc scc
http://research.unc.edu/red/federal_earmarks.php). Our practice is to undertake a very limited
number of requests each year. In those instances, the University’s Associate Vice Chancellor
for Research, Federal Affairs, may work with external, legislative counsel in Washington, D.C,
to pursue funding goals.

In recent years, the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill has received federal
appropriations for some projects. Ofien a sizeable portion of funds received have been shared
with public or private parner universities, both within and outside the state of North Carolina.
Information concerning thesc awards -- federal fiscal year; project title; program objectives;

7 A4 7CJRQACCCA AN/ATLL “1Q/LLLL ONNZ GL AIQ(1YD BYIANISOY 'Y WOHA



Senator Tom Coburn
Scptember 15, 2006
Page 2

total funding secured -- is provided in Attachment A. In cvery instance, these programs
address compelling public concems and provide tangible benefits to the citizens of North

Carolina and of the natipn.

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill has a 200-year-old history of serving
the public interest by pushing thc boundarics of scicntific rescarch and discovery to improve
the lives of our citizens. Congressionally dirccted funding constitutes a very small -- just one
percent, in fiscal year 2006 -- but critival portion of UNC Chapel Hill’s federal support for
research. Targeted congressional funds improve Carolina’s research capability and
competitiveness and are leveraged by our faculty to secure additional grants and awards from
other research sponsors. Federal support, in all its forms, is vital to Carolina’s future success in
advancing our missions of teaching, research, and public service. .

Please let me know if you have further questions or if I can provide additional
information.

Sincerely,

salal

Tony G Waldrop
Vice Chancellor for Re

and Economic Development

cc: Senator Elizabeth Dole
Senator Richard Burr
Erskine Bowles, Prcsident
James Moeser, Chancellor .
Allison Rosenberg, Associate Vice Chancellor
for Research, Federal Affairs
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